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Reading list: Shenzhen studies  

Hallam Stevens 
 
General history 

• Shenzhen noted blog: https://shenzhennoted.com 
• Jun Zhang, “From Hong Kong’s capitalist fundamentals to Singapore’s authoritarian 

governance: the policy mobility of neo-liberalizing Shenzhen, China.” Urban Studies 
49 (2012): 2860. 

• Smart, Alan. 1999. ‘Flexible Accumulation Across The Hong Kong Border: Petty 
Capitalists As Pioneers Of Globalized Accumulation’. Urban Anthropology and 
Studies of Cultural Systems and World Economic Development 28(3/4):373–406. 

• Zhang, Xu and Robert C. Kloosterman. 2014. ‘Connecting the “Workshop of the 
World”: Intra- and Extra-Service Networks of the Pearl River Delta CityRegion’. 
Regional Studies 1–13. 

Electronics, Shanzhai, and makerspaces 

• Lindtner, diss. 
• Lindter, “Making Subjectivities: How China’s DIY makers remake industrial 

production, innovation, and the self” in “Political Contestation in Chinese Digital 
Spaces” special issue of Journal of China Information, 28 (2014): 145-167. 

• Cara Willis and Jack Linchuan Qiu, “Shanzhaiji and the transformation of the local 
mediascape in Shenzhen,” in Mapping Media in China: Region, Province, Locality. 
Ed. W. Sun and J. Chio, 109-125. Taylor and Francis. 

• Lindtner, S., Anderson, K., Dourish, P. 2012. Cultural Appropriation: Information 
Technologies as Sites of Transnational Imagination.  ACM Conf. Computer-
Supported Cooperative Work CSCW 2012 (Seattle, WA), 77-86. 

• Lindtner, S. 2015. Hacking with Chinese Characteristics: The Promises of the Maker 
Movement against China's Manufacturing Culture. Science, Technology & Human 
Values (Sage), Vol. 40, No. 5, pp. 854-879. 

• Anna Greenspan, Silvia Lindtner & David Li. 2016. Silicon Markets: Smart Hardware 
from the Streets. In: Vint Cerf (ed.) The Good Life in Asia's Digital 21st Century, 
Digital Asia Hub (CC), pp. 106-109. 

• Lindtner, S. and Li, David, 2012. Created in China. The Makings of China's 
Hackerspace Community. In Interactions, XIX.6 November + December 2012, pp. 
18. 

• Silvia Lindtner, Shaowen Bardzell, and Jeffrey Bardzell. 2016. Reconstituting the 
Utopian Vision of Making: HCI after Technosolutionism. In Proc. of the ACM 
SIGCHI Conference on Human Factors in Computing Systems, CHI'16, pp. 1390 - 
1402. 

• Lindtner, S., Greenspan, A., Li, D. 2015. Designed in Shenzhen: Shanzhai 
Manufacturers and Maker Entrepreneurs. Aarhus Series on Human Centered 
Computing, [S.l.], v. 1, n. 1, p. 12. 

• Lindtner, S., Hertz, G., and Dourish, P. 2014 Emerging Sites of HCI Innovation: 
Hackerspaces, Hardware Start-ups & Incubators,  of ACM Conference Human 
Factors in Computing Systems CHI'14 (Toronto, Canada), pp. 439-448. 

• Kera on SZ makerspaces; “Republic of Tinkerers” 
• http://www.cnbc.com/2014/04/07/hacker-spaces-breathe-new-life-into-china-

innovation.html 
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• https://qz.com/771727/chinas-factories-in-shenzhen-can-copy-products-at-breakneck-
speed-and-its-time-for-the-rest-of-the-world-to-get-over-it/ 

• http://www.iftf.org/future-now/article-detail/innovation-spaces-of-the-future-
research-notes-on-chinas-shanzhai-meeting-the-makers/ 

• https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2014/05/chinas-mass-production-
system/370898/ 

• http://parisinnovationreview.com/2014/12/24/shanzhai-innovation-china/ 
• http://www.vam.ac.uk/shekou/from-shenzhen-shanzhai-and-the-maker-movement/ 
• http://hackedmatter.com/news/2016/6/21/silicon-markets-smart-hardware-from-the-

streets 
• http://chinainnovation.campaignasia.com/home/articles/shanzhai-open-innovation-as-

an-invitation-to-start-new-brands/ 
• http://interactions.acm.org/archive/view/november-december-2012/created-in-china 
• https://wsj.com/articles/in-china-lessons-of-a-8216hackerspace8217-

1380931442?tesla=y 
• http://lab.cccb.org/en/the-maker-culture-in-china-i-xinchejian-a-chinese-style-

hackerspace/ 

Urban History / Urban planning 

• Ya Ping Wang, Yanglin Wang, and Jiansheng Wu, “Urbanization and Informal 
Development in China: Urban Villages in Shenzhen” International Journal of Urban 
and Regional Research 33, no. 4 (2009): 957-74. 

• Constance Clark, “The politics of place making in Shenzhen, China” Berkeley 
Planning Journal 12, no. 1 (1998): 103-125. 

BGI, biotech, and biomedicine 

• Winnie Wong, “Speculative Authorship in the City of Fakes” Current Anthropology, 
Vol. 58, Issue S15, pages S103-S112. 

• Katherine Mason. Mobile Migrants, Mobile Germs: Migration, Contagion, and 
Boundary-Building in Shenzhen, China after SARS.Medical Anthropology 31(2): 
113-131. 

• Mason, Katherine A. (2010) Becoming Modern After SARS: Battling the H1N1 
Pandemic and the Politics of Backwardness in China’s Pearl River Delta. Special 
Issue, “Epidemic Orders.” Behemoth 2010(3): 8-35. 

• Mason, Katherine. 2016. Infectious Change: Reinventing Chinese Public Health After 
an Epidemic. Stanford. 

Media 
General background on China: 

• Wu, Weiping and Piper Gaubatz. 2013. The Chinese City. Routledge. 

 


